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"TOA 
Member of Parliament 


Concerning the 


African Trade. 


SIE 1 : ; 
N obedience to your Command, I pray leave to lay before you ſome Obſerya- 


tions on the preſent State of the African Trade. | 

The laſt Seſſions of Parliament the Royal African Company applied to the 
Houſe of Commons under pretext of divers frivolous Arguments and Suggeſtions, 
that they might be eſtabliſh'd, and that all others might be excluded from the African 
Trade, which was laid open to all Subjects of England in the late Reign of King Wil- 
liam of Glorious Memory, or that otherwiſe they could carry on that Trade no lon- 


ger, meaning that they muſt become Bankrupt. : | 
But after a full Hearing at the Bar, they could make out nothing they pretended 


to; and on the contrary, the Separate Traders fully proved the ſaid Company had 
been a continual Hindrance to the Trade in general, in the following Inſtances. 


I. By having made an Agreement with the French for a Neutrality during this War, 
wherein the Separate Traders were not included, but their Ships were taken by 
the Enemy where-ever they were met with, and Pries taken by Engliſh Separate 
Ships were taken from the Captors by the Company's Agent in Gambo, and re- 


ſtored to the Enemy again. 
I. By framing fititions Accounts of the Money paid by the Separate Traders, ap- 
pointed by Act of Parliament for maintaining the Settlements on the Coalt. 
III. By diſconraging the Natives on the Gold Coaſt from trading with Separate 
Ships, and taking away the Goods they bought of them, burning the Town of 
Jobn Cabez, and the Town of Congo, for the ſame reaſon, and building a ſmall 
Fort on the Ruins, to prevent the Natives carrying Corn on board Separate Ships, 
and trading with them; while at the ſame time they encouraged the Portugueſe 
Ships, and took off their Loading of Brazzle Commodities, and Joaded divers of 
the ſaid Veſſels with Negroes. | 5 : | 
IV. By their Agents ſeizing Separate Ships in a Piratical manner, without any 
Cauſe, on purpoſe to diſcourage the Separate Traders, while they ſuffered the 
 Frenc to ſettle Factories on the River Gambo, ſome ioo Leagues above their Fort, 


whereby the Trade of the North part of Cuinea is almoſt loſt. 
V. By 
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V. By their Agent, Sir D. Thomas ſeizing and impriſoning a whole Tribe of Up- 
land Merchants, for trading with Separate Ships, tho' the Company had no Goods 
to ſell them, and keeping their Grometto's and Soldiers belonging to their Forts 
patrolling Night and Day, to prevent the Natives from going off to Separate 


Ships to trade with them. 


*'Twas farther proved by their Inſtructions given to their Agents, that they encou- 
raged the making Sugar, Ginger, Cotton, and other Weſt Indian Commodities, in 
Africa, which would entirely ruin our Colonies in a little time. 
Many other Crimes were alſo made appear, too tedious for the Compaſs of this 
Paper. © | > ade, 
The Separate Traders alſo made it appear, that ſince the Trade was opened, 
they increaſed it Five times more than when 'twas Excluſive; among other In- 
ſtances, that they had ſupplied the Province of Maryland (where the Company never 
did carry any Negroes, neither before the opening the Trade nor ſince) with as many 
Negroes as make 30000 Hogſheads of Tobacco a Year, of the beſt ſort, fit for foreign 
Markets: Whereas before opening the Trade to Africa, the Planters there, Owners 
of many 1000 Acres of good Land, were obliged to work barefoot and bareleg'd in 
cultivating their own Grounds themſelves, and were reſolv'd to have deſerted that 
Province, had they not been ſupplied with Negro Servants. 
They made it appear alſo, that moſt of the Negroes are purchaſed at Widds, Cala- 
bar, and Angola, and between Cape Mount and the Gold Coaſt, where the Company 


have no Fort. So that, | 
After a mature Debate, the Houſe was pleaſed to Reſolve, That the Trade to Aftica 


ſhould be free and open under ſome Regulations; 

And ordered a Bill to be brought in accordingly, which was read twice; but the 
Houſe being prorogued, it went then no farther; | 

Since which the Company continue to oppreſs the Traders. by all means they can 
think of, and have had the Succeſs to ſilence their Creditors, under pretence of their 
being in Treaty for an Excluſive Trade, on finding Means to lend 500000 J. which 
they aſſured them, they could not fail of obtaining, if the ſaid Creditors would but 
be ſilent, and but ſeem to join in it, and come into an imaginary Coalition of their 
Bonds to their Stock ; owning at the ſame time, that the Inſtrument of Coalition ha- 
ving no Penalty, was not binding, and if it was, yet one Clauſe therein renders it at 
once inſignificant, viz. that if every one of the Bonds don't come in, the Coalition 
is void. 152 

However this piece of Stock- jobbing Fineneſs, tho not half finiſhed, hath had this 


Effect beſides gaining Time; | ; X 
It hath prevented ſome of the Creditors from ſuing their Bonds, while others in 


the Secret have got Judgment, and recover'd theirs, 
It hath given opportunity to ſome to manage the Effects abroad, and to others to 


get out with little Loſs at home. 5 | 
It hath produced a Propoſal for lending 300000 J. for an Excluſive Trade, which 


requires ſome Remarks, and worth while to conſider the Conſequences. 

1. Tis to be ſuppoſed the Company will not lend the Money for nothing, and a 
Fund muſt be given to pay 6 per Cent. Intereſt till the Principal ſhall be repaid, which 
may be had of any body at that rate; or if 7 per Cent. is given, the Principal may be 
paid 7 Years hence: and if fo, then the Difference is but 5000 l. per anuum ſaved be- 
tween the one and the other. 8 

If *tis objected, That giving one per Cent. more on one Fund than another, will pre- 
judice other Loans. In that reſpect tis to be feared this would much more prejudice 
other Funtls, and the African Company muſt give 10 per Cent. or more for Money, if 
they lend it at 6, and not get it neither, an Inſtance whereof we bad about two 
Years ſince, when another Company, tho with a very good Bottom, and in a moſt 
flouriſhing Condition, was forc'd to give 6 per Cent. Intereſt, and 2 per Cent. Diſcount 
for Money to lend the Government, which had ſuch an Effect on all Government-Secu- 
rity, that it brought moſt of them to a Diſconnt alſo, and raifed the Intereſt of thoſe 
Funds ever ſince. But ſuppoſe the worſt, and that that Sum cannot be found any other 
way, and if we ſhould be even without it, is ſuch a Sum as 500000 J. ſo great an Ad- 
dition to the General Debt? We owed 17 Millions at the end of the laſt War, and 


thank God we have near paid the whole, tho in the moſt expenſive Time that ever 
Was. F . 


(3) 

The Trade to Africa is allowed the firſt Cauſe that gives Life and Motion to the 
great Weſtern Navigation, and what affects that firſt Cauſe muſt naturally affect all 
its Conſequences to the ſame degree. The Negro is the Labourer which raiſes the 
American Productions of all ſorts, Productions cauſe Freight and Navigation, the lat- 
ter breeds Seamen, and in the whole are computed 800 or 1000 Sail of Ships, and 
160co Seamen annually imploy'd in time of Peace in the Courſe of the Weſt- India 
Trade. 

And upon a farther View it will appear, that above 2 or 300boo Perſons Livelihoods 
depend, more or leſs, on this great Navigation, which ſucceeds better or worſe, ac- 
— to on [Increaſe or Decreaſe, or the good or bad carrying on the firſt Cauſe, the 

rican Trade. Ah 

From whence 'tis _ manifeſt, that if we mortgage or ſell the African Trade to an 
Excluſive Company for 5coood0 1, We certainly at the ſame time ſell the whole Planta- 
tion- Trade, and all its Navigation to the ſame Company, to ſave 5000 J. per annum, 
which is the ſame thing as to cut off a Man's Head, to fave a cut Finger. 

But if we muſt mortgage, ſure cis beſt to doit to the moſt Advantage; Let a Branch 
of the Trade be fold firſt, that of Jamaica, then Barbadoes, and fo on, till all our 
Foreign Trades are made Excluſive, or till we loſe them all, as we have the Green- 
land-Trade, which is not likely to be recovered again to this Nation. 

Sure when *tis well conſidered, that the Increaſe and Support of our Foreign Trade 
was the chief Care of our wiſe Anceſtors, and that from thence came all thoſe animal 

Spirits, thoſe Springs of Riches which have enabled us to ſpend 100 Millions for the 
ſake of our Liberties, in a long and bloody War, we ſhall rather purſue the ſame Mea- 
ſures for the ſake of our Poſterity, than fall into the Account of ſelling our Trade to 
Excluſive Monopolies, the Badges of a {laviſh People, and always the greateſt Grie- 
Vance to the Britiſh Nation. a 

It was the laſt Year the grand Topick of the African Company, that this 
Trade could not be carried on to any Advantage but in an Excluſive Stock ; 
Whereas the contrary is evident, for the Separate Traders, ſince this Trade 
was laid open, have undeniably improved this Trade, have employ'd greater 
Stocks, more Ships and Sailors, and exported more of our Woollen ManufaQtures, 
than ever the Company did when they were Excluſive. And this done at a time when 
the African Company laid all the Obſtacles and Bars on the Separate Trade, that a de- 
ſigning miſchievous Enemy could deviſz; and to deny this Truth, I challenge the 
whole Body of that Company; ſo that if this ſo beneficial a Trade was but freed from 
that Neſt of Drones, the African Company, and Induſtry left at liberty farther to im- 

rove it, the Nation would quickly be convinced that nothing hitherto but an Engliſh 
3 has been wanting to extend the Trade over the whole Coaſt. And that on 
the contrary, Monopolies have ever been found to ſtop the Growth of Trade, Expe- 
rience as well as Reaſon will demonſtrate. The Inſtances both at home and abroad are 
too many, and too freſh in every ones Memory to require the Particulars, And the 
Reaſons that Monopolies do always ſtop the Growth of Trade, are altogether as ob- 
vious ; for when Trade is confined to a few, who are in no Apprehenſion to be out- 
done by any Rival, they are not likely to take extraordinary Pains toimprove it. 
Whereas when many carry on a Trade, their Induſtry and Ingenuity are always at 
work to outvie one another. Tis to this we owe all our great Diſcoveries in Trade. 
Beſides as a Nations Riches conſiſts in the Diffaſiveneſs of them, ſo Trade, the Source 
of Riches, ought to be as extenſive and diffuſive, but I will not ſpend too much of your 
Time on a Subject, in which the greateſt Part of Mankind are already agreed. 
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